[For a new clinical approach to psychosis : the " 388 "].
The history of the last thirty years of North-American psychiatry points up the difficulties encountered in the treatment of psychotic patients in a hospital setting but also in the maintaining of their social integration. In a search for solutions, and taking into account the needs observed at the Robert-Giffard Hospital in Quebec, a group of professionals of GIFRIC decided to open, in the center of town, a Psychoanalytical Center for psychotics. Operating since 1982, the "388" is arming at a social réintégration of the psychotic patients in order to read a more satisfying life according to their possibilities of co-existence with others. It is an outside of the hospital structure which permits the treatment of the crisis as well as providing longterm care. The care and services given are based on a psychoanalytical frame. This paper describes the clientele, the services offered, the treatment, the patients' evolution and the problems that arise from the evaluation of such a new structure.